* NZ's original Mountain Film Festival
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In Cold Blood

THANKS TO

Our Benefactors: Andrew and Loretta Bush, Active Massage, Good Planets are Hard to Find -
Don’t Blow It, Blackthorne Consulting, Outside Sports, Di and Peter Trethewey.

Our Patrons: Nick Brown, Terri-Ann Scorer, Mark Verbiest,
Nic Blennerhassett, Ron Pynenburg, anonymous (2).
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WELCOME TO THE 24TH NZ MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL

Inside these pages, you'll find everything you need to navigate this year’s
programme — a carefully curated lineup of films that will take you
from the world’s highest summits to its most remote corners,
without ever leaving your seat.

Year after year, audiences leave us feeling inspired, humbled,
and ready to plan their next adventure. We hope this year’s selection
does exactly the same. Whether you're a veteran of the outdoors
or more than comfortable viewing them from the comforts
of the cinema, there’s something here for you.

Every film in this programme is making its Queenstown premiere —
a completely fresh lineup with no crossover from the
Banff Mountain Film Festival World Tour. What you'll see here,
you won't have seen anywhere else.

Tickets are available from our website with no credit card or booking
fees. There are separate programmes for the Wanaka Film & Book
Festival (June 19 to 23) and Online Festival (June 24 to July 31).

Thank you for supporting our talented filmmakers and storytellers!
NZMFF Board of Trustees

100 Days In Fiordland

TICKETS

Buy online at mountainfilm.nz.
Choose single-session tickets or grab a Festival Pass for just $55, giving you access to all films plus
guest speaker Sébastien Montaz-Rosset. Passes are non-transferable. Door sales are available at
the Queenstown Memorial Centre, but we recommend booking online in advance.

Youth discount (U18) available where indicated. Please bring your ID with you.
Refer to our website for full terms and conditions.

FESTIVAL TICKET OFFICE Phone 020 4084 8775 - no answerphone, please text for a callback.
THE FESTIVAL IS CASHLESS - eftpos, credit and debit cards only.

THERE ARE NO BOOKING OR CREDIT CARD FEES

This programme may change at any time and times are approximate. The NZ Mountain Film Festival is a Registered Charity #CC49344.



SHOWCASING THE BEST IN ADVENTURE FILMMAKING

Now in its 24th year, our international adventure film competition continues to draw high-quality
entries from across the globe. This year, we received 266 submissions, including 30 from NZ
filmmakers. From these, 63 films were selected for the full festival programme, with 18 proudly
NZ-made — all available to watch as part of the Online Festival. For Queenstown, we've
handpicked 16 standout films, including eight by Kiwi filmmakers. As New Zealand's original
adventure film competition, we're proud to provide a platform where Kiwi filmmakers can share
their stories with local and international audiences.

We awarded category prizes for: Grand Prize ($2,500); best films on: climbing; adventurous sports
and lifestyles; mountain culture; environment; snow sports; ($500 each); and best short film.

Our prestigious Hiddleston/ MacQueen Award for the Best NZ-made Film receives $2,500. NZ
filmmakers are also eligible for additional category awards including grassroots ($500), festivJ

spirit ($1000) and spirit of adventure award ($1000).

ONLINE FILM
FESTIVAL

Watch all 63
films online,

June 24 to July 31
for $95.

mountainfilm.nz

NZMFF CHARITABLE TRUST GRANT §

Each year, we give away around $6,000 in grants to help people

with disabilities to buy specialist sporting equipment and/or enjoy
the outdoors; young people (under 18) to do some adventure skills
training; and to contribute to local environmental projects like native
tree planting.

We raise money through our charity auction and national tour, so
thank you to everyone who gets involved there!

Grant applications open 20 June and close 31 August. Find out more
at mountainfilm.nz/grants

Into Altai

My Ride or Die




| SESSION 01 e AkE KeA

CHALET .
Guest spea ker Sébastien Montaz-Rosset INTERMISSION Try a glass of locally-made Maude wine from

h fé
(France) & Films the café

K2 - Chasing Shadows (67 mins) David Arnaud & Hugo (/ GRAND Y)
The festival’s biggest night opens with live music, an outdoor expo, and good company

Clouzeau, USA, subtitles. A record-breaking alpinist cons W ZeALAID
before our guest speaker takes the stage. Alpinist, filmmaker, and adventurer Sébastien attempts a fast, oxygen-free ascent of K2 — one of the \ountain Film
Montaz-Rosset has built a career chasing the world’s most vertical and remote places world's deadliest peaks — in a quest that pushes far T

— his stories are not to be missed. The Grand Prize winner follows — a breathtaking beyond physical limits into deeply personal territory.
oxyger.1-free.assault on K2 that e-nds in o-ne of the mos:t auc-iaclous em?s |mag|n-able: a. - INTERMISSION Try a can of locally made b.effect beer from the café
paraglider flight from the summit. The night closes with friends pushing deep into British

Columbia’s wildest corners on skis, kayaks and surfboards. Mountain Of Mystery (34 mins) Jake Hopfinger, Justin Fann & Eric Parker, USA. Deep (/Besteimony,
BOOK TICKETS in British Columbia’s most remote landscapes, a group of friends ski, kayak, and surf ™
Time: 7.30pm to 10.30pm (doors open at7.00pm) e their way through wild country. More than an extreme sports film, this is a story about "\ Fesfivl /2

Venue: Queenstown Memorial Centre Cost:  $30 (youth discount $5) shared challenge, laughter and the kind of unforgettable moments that only happen

. . . . . . far from the beaten path.
7.00pm - Social Session. View the outdoor expo and enjoy some live music.

Mountain of Mystery W|

7.30pm — Guest Speaker Sébastien Montaz-Rosset. French alpinist,
filmmaker and adventurer, Séb brings a rare blend of storytelling and
lived experience from the world’s wildest places. From high-alpine
expeditions to intimate moments behind the lens, his work captures the
spirit of mountain life with honesty and depth. Expect powerful visuals,
hard-earned insights and a few unforgettable stories from a life spent
on the edge.

THURSDAY

K2 - Chasing Shadows



https://events.humanitix.com/2026-queenstown-film-festival/tickets
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Pure N2

Eight films, all New Zealand-made, and all fresh from their world premieres just days
ago in Wanaka. This afternoon, you’ll meet a lone observer in the wilderness watching

a strange procession of cyclists pass every two years, a man in a Superman costume
running Canada’s highways in memory of his parents, and a paraglider navigating
glaciers and vast wilderness to reach New Zealand’s most remote point. After the break
— a solo attempt on the world’s fifth-highest peak, a laid-back South Island road trip,
two expeditions deep into Fiordland, and a New Zealander taking on the mountaineering
establishment over a disputed world record. Enjoy the show.

Time: 3.00pm to 6.00 Cost: $20 th di t $5
ime pm to pm _ ost: $20 (youth discount $5) BOOK TICKETS
Venue: Queenstown Memorial Centre =

Beyond (10 mins) Rob Dawson, NZ. In a remote area of Te Waipounamu, a lonely soul bears
witness to a strange breed of cyclists who choose to pass by every even year.

Race Be Run (15 mins) Richard Carey & Prabhjit Sabharwal, Canada/NZ. Dressed as Superman,
a man runs solo along Canada’s highways to raise funds for cancer charities — transforming the
grief of losing both parents into a quiet, inspiring mission of hope.

The Pole of Inaccessibility (25 mins) Danny Warley & Ned Brannigan, NZ. A SPIRIT OF

paraglider embarks on a multi-day bivouac flight across New Zealand’s Southern N/, oo vz
. . . . Y Mountain Film,

Alps, navigating glaciers and vast wilderness to reach the country’s most remote Fesfival

point, the Pole of Inaccessibility. He then faces the challenge of getting back out. i

100 Days In Fiordland (24 mins) Dan Sutherland, NZ. Three kayakers spend 100 BEST NZ

winter days deep in Fiordland National Park, sea kayaking, hunting, fishing and MADE FILM

Mountain Film

searching for unexplored whitewater in one of New Zealand’s most demanding Festival
wilderness expeditions. S

INTERMISSION Try a freshly-baked cookie from the café

Alone on Makalu (22 mins) Nick Kowalski, NZ. Matthew Scholes
attempts to summit the fifth-highest mountain in the world, without
supplementary oxygen.

Rongo (20 mins) Finlay Woods, NZ. A light-hearted adventure through the South Island with a group
of friends — no deep meaning, just good vibes, great landscapes, and a reminder that getting
outside can be enough.

Jerry On The Jerry (10 mins) Huw Miles, NZ. A team of packrafters make a second attempt at a first
descent of the Jerry River deep in Fiordland.

FESTIVAL
SPIRIT AWARD
2026 NEW ZEALAND
Mountain Film
Festival

Project RedLine (30 mins) Matheson Brown, NZ. A blue-collar nobody from New
Zealand goes up against a mountaineering elite in an attempt to strip him of what is
widely believed to be an illegitimate world record.

The Pole of Inaccessibility Alone on Makalu

Race Be Run



https://events.humanitix.com/2026-queenstown-film-festival/tickets
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Snow Show

What does snow mean to you? Tonight'’s films explore that question from every angle —
friendship rekindled on an Alaskan expedition, sacred Mongolian peaks explored on skis
and snowboards, and a world-first descent on Aoraki’s formidable East Face.

After the break, a skier who hasn’t missed a month in 23 years, a snowboarder’s raw
inner monologue blending mountaineering, paragliding and family, and the Special Jury
Award winner — a freeride champion’s achingly honest portrait of loss, resilience and the
mountains that give and take everything. Six films that remind us snow is never

just snow.

Time: 7.30pm to 10.30pm (doors open at 7.00pm with live music)
Venue: Queenstown Memorial Centre Cost: $30 (youth discount $5)

Continuum

BOOK TICKETS |
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My Ride or Die (18 mins) Charlotte Percle, USA. Two kindred spirits
reunite on a ten-day Alaskan expedition. A light-hearted celebration
of deep friendship, shared passion and the magic of returning to the
mountains with someone who truly sees you.

Into Altai (37 mins) Yannick Boissenot, France, subtitles. Three alpinists
spend two weeks exploring Mongolia’s remote Tavan Bogd massif on skis and snowboards — five
sacred peaks steeped in legend, and a deeper question about what draws us to unknown places.

BEST SNOW.
SPORTS FILM

2026 NEW ZEALAND

Hunter’s Moon (15 mins) Christina Lustenberger & Gee Pierrel, USA. Mountaineers
Christina Lustenberger_and Gee Pierrel are the first to ski an extremely steep line on | e
the East Face of Aoraki. Fesfival

INTERMISSION Try a can of locally-made b.effect beer

Continuum (10 mins) Gabe Rovick, USA. A skier has pursued his passion every single month for
over 282 consecutive months — not chasing a streak, but living a devotion to mountains, solitude
and the rhythm of snow.

In Cold Blood (36 mins) Alex Heitler, France. A film told entirely through a rider’s inner voice.

No interviews, no showboating — just an honest, intimate dialogue between a man, his obsession
and the mountains. Taking snowboard mountaineering to another level, mixed with paragliding
and family.

Better Up There (45 mins) Mathis Dumas, France, subtitles. A pro skier wages a SPECIAL
relentless battle against adversity, rising through the Freeride World Tour while JURY AWARD
carrying the devastating loss of two life partners. Set against the grandeur of the high . \Veutain fiim
mountains, this portrait asks whether one man’s paradox of fullness and grief mirrors

something universal in all of us.

Better Up There



https://events.humanitix.com/2026-queenstown-film-festival/tickets




